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Developers look for a hook

A businessman has
combined his latest
project with his first
love ~ horseriding,
says Liz Gill

hen Eduardo

Netto de Alme-

ida was 17, he

was selscted to

represent Por-
tugal at the Buropean junior
showjumping championships
in Normandy but couldn't
compete hecause his riding
school wouldn't allow their
horse to make what was
then a lomz and arduous
journey, "1 was so upset, T
swore [ wouldn't ride again
antil T could afford my own
harse,” he recalls,

So, he spent the next two
decades away from riding,
qualifying as a ciyil engineer
and building upa business
portfolio that now includes
real estate and tourism
projects in Portugal and a
company that runs the air-
port in Macao.

Teoday, at-53, he is back in
the saddle again, owning
five horses, riding regularly,
and recently serving as pres-
ident of the Portuguese
Equestrian [-edaraﬂm.

It's mo surprise then that
his latest project, a 200acre,
€112m development in the
rural Oeste region hall an
hour north of Lisbon, would
put riding at is heart, In addi-
tion to its 88 villas, 168 apart-
ments and 116 townhouses,
CampoReal will offer stabling
for about 30 horses. “The
stables, of course, will be as
luxurious as the properties,”
de Almeida says. “T keep
mine here so I'm only going
to give them the best."

Apart from La Zagaleta
near Malaga In Spain, which
also offers onsite stabling for
horses of the owners of its
€2m villas, resort develop:
ments largeting equestrian
buys are rare in southern
Furope. Indeed, de Almeld

rounding countryside,

So far, about 100 units
have been sold, mainly to
families and nlder couples
from Portugal, the UK and
Treland, about 50 per cent
of whom intend to make
CampoReal their holiday
home. Planning authorities
stipulated that 44 of the
townhouses and 83 of the
apartments be sold as buy-

believes his is the first of its
kind in Portugal.

Most equestrian properties
tend to be standalone homes
sold to buyers planning to
relogate there permanently,
explains specialist estate
agent Robert Comins.
Another agent, Guy Sher-
ratt, adds: “Although it is
possible to. move horses
arpund - for competitions,
for example — it's not practi-
cal to do it for a holiday."

offers a solu-
tion to this problem and a
way of funding it. Homeown-
ers can either keep a horse
at Tivery for thelr exclusive
use for about €550 & month
with lessons or put it into
the riding schoal pool to off-
sel costs. These who don't
own an animal can still
enjoy riding in indoor and
outdoor arenas or in the sur-

Oeste is a lesser
known region but
its towns are lovely
and its beaches

are first rate

to-let investments as a way
of boosting tourism in the
arsa. Buyers-are allowed six
weeks for their own use: two
weaks in high season, two in
medium and two in low.
Prices range from €191,550
for a thresbedroom apart-
ment to €750,000 for & five-
bedroom yilla with 352 sq
matres on just under 1,500 sq
mitrés of land - this is about
30 per cent less than it costs

Rich retreat: a private stretch of coastline is just one of the attractions flom Sucesso can offer

to huy comparable proper-
ties in the Algarve, says
James Dawson, account
manager at Premier Resorts,
Wh.[d'l 1s handling UK sales.

The Oeste is, of course, &
lesser Known region. But its
towns - Obides with Its
mediaeval battlements and
Siritra with its lavish mock-
Gothic villas and pink moun-
taintop palace — are lovely.
Its hills are dotted with col-
ourful old windmills and
vineyards. And its 1 hi
are first rate.

De Almeida, who was born
and brought up in the ares,
now lives with his wife Ter-
esa in Turcifal, the closest
village to CampoReal. But he
will, of course, visit Campo-
Real regularly to be with his
five horges, which he previ-
ously kept at the Jockey
Club in Lisbon.

“My son also rides two of
them and it's fantastic at the
end of the day to be able to
go out through the vineyvards
or the Serra de Socorro,” he
says, “Thers’s no pollution
and no stress. We'd be happy
to share these routes with
anynne who wants to come
out with us.”

Premier Resorts, fel: +44 0800

Some of Portugal’s top architects have been
drafted in to help make a new €250m project
stand out from the crowd, says Alison Beard

An up-and-coming region.
An amenity-filled resort. A

private beach. Designer golf

courses. And gasy access not
only to a quaint viliage but
also toa big city. Most devel-
opers would consider this an
adequate recipe for success.

But Acordo, the company
behind Bom Sucesso, & new
€250m development an hour
north of Lishon and 10km
from the medieval town of
Dbidos, wanted one more
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hook to set their project
apart from all the others on

‘the Portuguess coast.

So they turped to archi-
tects, asking 14 of the big-
gest building design names
in the country to design
their homes, The list

“includes established interna-

tional stars, such as Alvaro
Siza and Bduardo Souio de
Moura, as well as rising tal-
ent, such as Inés Lobo. And
more architects, including
the TK's David Chipperfield,
will be involved in the
project's second phase,

The aim, says Gonecarlo
Castelo Branco, commercial
director of Acordo and man-
aging director of Bom
Sucesso, is to create the
“largest exhibition of content
parary architecture” in Portu-
gal — 600 modernist homes
spread across 400 acres.
Building work has not yet
started, but about 80 per cent
should be completed by 2010.

“When we got this opportu-
nity with all this temain in
Obidos, we wanted to offer
something different than

whatever else vou find in Por-
tugal and even Europe,” he
says, Acordo promised the
architects creative [resdom
but did set upa few rules: all
‘the houses were slotted into
a master plan created by US-
based resort designer Wim-
berly, Allison, Tong & Goo;
a0 per cent had to be single
storey; and all had to have
flat roofs planted with grass
so they blend more easily
into their snvironment and
CONSETVE BNETEy.

The result is a sel of resi-
dences that complement each
other but still have their own
character. One villa by Souto
de Mowa is o glass-fronted
rectangle set atop a ‘small
hill, with white stairs leading
up to the living room. Four-
toen residences by Siza are
white but with less glass
frontage, more angles and
different roaf elevations.

“We had a great worry
about putiing the house in
the context of a golf course,
the lake and the sea," Branco
explains, "So the ldea was Lo
haye hotises on hills and the
courses in the walley, so you
can always have views. You
can gpe from the master plan,
it’'s a forest, an enchanted
valley, [with] all the houses
arranged for privacy, and
designed to make the most of
their position.”

The downside for buyers is
that they must “submit” to a
pre-set plan. The upside is:
that “you have a houss
signed by one n! those archi-
tecture names".

Bom Sucesso started sell-
ing its first 250 homes off
plan in January, and about
260 ars now spoken for, (The
second phase of 250 homes
will be launched in Novem-
ber.) Prices start at €190,000
for a.one-bedroom townhouse
{up from €165,000 just & few
months ago) and rise to
£450,000 to €750,000 for villas,
although there is one €lm
home - a 700 sq metre resi-
denee designed by Jofo Luis
Carritho da Graca that “sits
suspended on the alr” at the
corner of two/goll courses. At
least one celebrity is reported
to be a buyer - Juse Mour-
inho, the Portuguese coach of
England’s Chelsea football
club. But most interest has
eome from young Lisbon resl-
dents looking for & weekend
getaway, and from UK, Irish
and Danish holiday homers,
many of whom play goif.

Still, says Branco, the
main attraction is the archi-
tects. “Top architects dom’t
do many residential housss,

“Thesa architects are all
friends ln Portugal," he
adds. "But never before have
they worked together, and 1
think they never will again.”
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